SUMMARY Two patients who developed rapidly destructive arthropathy of the hip following ipsilateral hemiparesis are described. The possible significance of this association is discussed.
Apatite associated destructive arthropathy is a recently recognised form of 'joint failure' characterised by severely painful and rapid progression to joint destruction. Radiographic features include marked cartilage and bone attrition with paucity of osteophytes and cysts.'3 Synovial fluid from such joints is typically non-inflammatory and contains plentiful alizarin red staining particles identified as apatite.'3 14 The predilection for this condition to affect large joints of the elderly is striking,1346 but the pathogenesis remains obscure.13 14 Two elderly patients who developed unilateral rapidly destructive coxarthrosis following ipsilateral hemiparesis are described. The clinical, radiographic, and histological characteristics of their arthropathy were typical of those described for apatite associated destructive arthropathy. The relevance of this observation to the pathogenesis of rapidly destructive arthropathy is discussed.
Accepted for publication 24 Progression ofatrophic destructive disease is apparent with further bone attrition and superior migration; there is still disproportionate retention ofjoint space and absence of osteophytic response.
Over the succeeding nine months, however, his hip pain steadily improved, despite further radiographic progression (Fig. 2) . Twelve months after the second hemiparesis he is ambulant and independent, experiencing hip pain only after prolonged weight bearing. (Figs 1 and 2) , is of further interest and contrasts with the poor outcome reported in patients with apatite associated destructive arthropathy.43 The second patient underwent surgery shortly after entering the rapid phase cf joint destruction. Long term prospective studies are still required to determine the natural history of idiopathic destructive arthropathy of the elderly.
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